News from the Mission Field

Westminster Missions Team

New Missions Approach for WPC


One of the most pleasurable tasks in the church is deciding how missionary monies are to be expended. But at the same time it can be the most difficult. Pleasurable, because we take joy in fulfilling our responsibility as church members “to go into all the world” with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Difficult, because we have only so much money to disburse, and there are so many good causes that need funding. Each month Westminster is flooded with requests for new, first-time, support. As much as we would like to, we simply cannot support all of them. 


Over the past year, the Missions Team has been laboring with the issue of whom to support and how much “weight” to give each missionary or benevolence. We want to be wise stewards in disbursing the missionary funds. Recognizing that some ministries have changed over the years and that new ministries have sprung up, the Missions Team set about to develop a plan to refocus the church’s benevolence budget. This plan will guide the church’s benevolences over the near term, and hopefully will develop within the church body a strong missionary conscience. 


Basically, we wanted to be “intentional” in our support, i.e. we want to support missionaries and causes that offer specific opportunities for our membership to be involved in their particular works, through missions trips (our visiting them and their visiting us), letter sharing, prayer, involvement in special projects, etc. In short, we do not simply want to give them money; we want to be involved in their works as well. This intentional approach was the guiding concept for a refocused missions plan.   

Also, we wanted our support to be substantial, not just token.    


To implement this plan, the committee thought it wise to pare down our list of over thirty current missionaries and benevolences to twelve. In doing so, while keeping the intentional concept always before us, the plan sought to have one missionary or one cause per month that could be highlighted for study and concentration. 


Arriving at this new plan has been a difficult task, because there are so many worthy causes that we could support. This new plan is slated to begin on July 1st. In the meantime, all current missionaries will be fully supported until then. And, in order to give our current missionaries ample notification, all have been informed of our new direction.   

The Session has approved the plan, and now we are asking for your forbearance in understanding the changes that will be made. At our next fellowship meal on February 12th, Lee Coleman is slated to present the plan with all of its particulars, and he will answer any questions regarding the plan at that time. 
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The 13 week Griefshare ministry continues on Tuesday nights at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  This is a very effective, non-denominational, Biblically based and Christ centered grief recovery program for anyone who has lost a loved one.  Workbook cost is $15.00.  A nursery is provided.   For more information visit the website at www.griefshare.org, email Kim Pillow at khpillow@yahoo.com, or call the church office at 453-7608.  
Topics to be covered this month are “Your Family and Grief”, “Why?”, and “The Uniqueness of Grief.”
Help is also needed to provide refreshments each week for the participants.  If you would like to help in providing refreshments one week, please contact Kim Pillow (299- 8750) or the church office.

Please be in prayer for this outreach ministry and spread the word to anyone who has lost a family member or friend in our community.
Vacation Bible School – The VBS date has been set, so mark you calendars for June 11-15.  As always, we need many hands!  This year's VBS will be full of excitement as we take a "thrill ride" through God's creation at the Incrediworld Amazement Park!  For any questions call Allison Pillow, 392-2363.
Congratulations – We are so excited to welcome into our congregational family Anne Thomas Joiner.  She was born Tuesday, January 17 at 10:40 p.m.  She weighed 5 lbs. 9 oz. and was 18 inches long.  
Wednesday Night Youth Suppers – The youth group wants to thank all who have volunteered to help feed them on Wednesday nights.  Those who have volunteered to provide supper for the youth for the month of February are February 1 – Margaret Allen, February 8 – Lindsey Kelly, February 15 – Georgeanne Smith, February 22 – Tracy Patridge and February 29 – Amy Coleman.
Women in the Church News (WIC) - WIC Survey - To all the women in the church, this is our challenge to you. Go online to wpcgreenwood.org and click on Women's Ministries, and then click on Survey. It only takes about 3 minutes to complete and submit the survey. We need your input. We are planning events for the spring and we want you to be there. If you do not have a computer, just call Cathy Adams at 453-6818 or 458-3231.
Attic Cleanout – We will be cleaning out the attic at the church on Saturday, February 11.  Anyone who would like to help organize the cleanout before February 11 or volunteer to help, please call Cathy Adams to let her know.
RYM – Jr. High RYM is Monday, June 25 - Friday, June 29.  Registration begins February 1 and the deposit is due February 16.  Please let Richard Owens know if you plan to attend. (299-3313)
Westminster Quarterly Financial Update

2011-2012 2nd Quarter
(October, November, December)
Budget:

107,843.31
Expenses:
100,214.91
Income:
111,431.08

YEAR TOTALS (Q1 + Q2)

Budget:

215,683.38
Expenses:
203,344.12
Income:
202,907.69

We are halfway through our new fiscal year.  The first set of numbers represents our Q2 financials.  The second set of numbers represents our yearly total thus far.  The Lord is faithful, and we want to thank you for being faithful in return.  Not represented in these numbers is the large influx of end of year giving we received the first week of January, post-dated for December 2011.  It is with great joy that we inform you that we received over $65,000 in giving during the first week of January to bring our actual December total giving to a staggering number of $112,155.52.  While it will be categorized under January giving, we could not wait three months to share this wonderful news with you.

Thank you for your faithfulness to our church as we seek to spread the good news that Jesus Christ is Lord.  If you ever have questions regarding specific gifts, estate planning, or any other benevolent activities to be given to the Lord through Westminster, please pull a Deacon aside and ask.  Through our weakness, He is made strong.

II Thessalonians 3:3 – But the LORD is faithful, and He will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one.

Wednesday Night Youth Bible Study Report – R.C. Sproul says, “Men are never duly touched and impressed with a conviction of their insignificance, until they have contrasted themselves with the majesty of God.”  This semester on Wednesday nights, the youth group is dividing up by gender and doing an in-depth study of the book, Crazy Love, by Francis Chan.  We are excited about diving into the Word along with Chan's book, and experiencing the incredible love our Father has for us, and in turn, reflecting on the life of love the Gospel compels us to pursue.
Please join the leaders, Kathryn Lee Ware, Anne Marie and Richard Owens in prayer.  Pray that together, with the highschoolers, we will learn to think biblically rather than conventionally, to grow as a body of believers where radical living becomes our norm and where we are daily changed by the "crazy love" that God has for each of us.
Flowers – Please send in your flower form to reserve a Sunday to adorn our Sanctuary with fresh flowers. The form gives you the options to have an arrangement delivered to the church by Bella Flora at a price of $100, or to create an arrangement of your own at your expense. Consider pitching in with other members to share a Sunday. Mail your form and check to the church. Thank you to the members who have already sent in their form and a check. Call Cathy Adams if you have any questions 453-6818 or 458-3231.

Prayer List – Please pray for the following:  Becky Coleman, Neil, Allison and Cole Pillow and family,  Bettye Jim Morgan, the Pastor Search Committee, Gene Stansel, Guy Robertson (Keith’s father), Mary Lou Robertson (Mary Elizabeth Makamson’s mother), Deb Ray, GriefShare, Louise Fraiser (Johnny Smith’s aunt), Mary Nell Downs, McKee Guenther, Georgia Seale (Georgeanne Smith’s mother), John Sharp Pillow, MEM and Bobby Morton, Bettye and Bill Montgomery, JoAnn Woody, Harris Coleman and family, Jenny Shannon (cousin of Anne-Marie Owens) and our expectant mothers Crystal Downing, Lety Guenther, Lindsey Kelly and Jennifer Moses.
Activities for February
Wednesday, February 1
       Jr. and Sr. High Bible Study (6:00 p.m.)

                                           
       Adult Bible Study, Children’s Bible Study Sunday, February 5
       Communion                                                      
Tuesday, February 7 
       Women’s Bible Study (9:30 a.m. at the church)

       GriefShare (6:00 p.m.)

Wednesday, February 8           Jr. and Sr. High Bible Study (6:00 p.m.) 
                                                        Adult Bible Study, Children’s Bible Study
Sunday, February 12                COVERED DISH LUNCHEON                     Tuesday, February 14              Women’s Bible Study (9:30 a.m. at the church)

                                                        GriefShare (6:00 p.m.)                                                   
Wednesday, February 15        Jr. and Sr. High Bible Study (6:00 p.m.)
                                                        Adult Bible Study, Children’s Bible Study 
Tuesday, February 21              Women’s Bible Study (9:30 a.m. at the church)
                                                        GriefShare (6:00 p.m.)
       

Wednesday, February 22        Jr. and Sr. High Bible Study (6:00 p.m.)

                                                        Adult Bible Study, Children Bible Study
Tuesday, February 28              Women’s Bible Study (9:30 a.m. at the church)

                                                        GriefShare (6:00 p.m.)
Wednesday, February 29        Jr. and Sr. High Bible Study (6:00 p.m.)

                                           
       Adult Bible Study, Children’s Bible Study
Happy Birthday Wishes            
    
   
February 2   – Taylor Nause
                February 21 – Quiana Franks
February 3   – Carter Kimes                            February 22 – David Kosko
February 4    – Lauren Coleman                     February 27 – Candace Sanders
February 10 – Lauren Adams                         February 27 – Kim Pillow
February 10 – Julie Day Warren                    February 28 – Reid Kelly
February 12 – Madeleine Coleman          
February 13 – Suzanne Patridge Shaw                                        
February 16 – Levi Blount

February 18 – Kay Downing     
February 19 – Mary Elizabeth Makamson

Happy Anniversary
February – Westminster Presbyterian Church – 28 years old
February 5   – Rob and Amber Joiner
February 9   – Robin and Peggy Henry
February 14 – Clyde and Carolyn Manning
February 18 – William and Vicky Patridge
February 19 – Hal and Kathy Coleman
February 20 – Stephen and Kim Pillow

February 21 – Zeb and Robin O’Bryant
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Sunday, February 5, Communion 





Sunday, February 12, Covered Dish Lunch





We invite everyone for the covered dish lunch immediately following the worship service on February 12.  All Sunday school classes will resume the following Sunday, February 19.





June 25 – 29, 2012 - Jr. High –RYM





Jr. High RYM will be Monday, June 25 – Friday, June 29.


Registration began February 1 and the deposit is due


February 16.  Let Richard Owens know if you plan to attend. (299-3313)





Friday April 13 – Sunday, April 15 – Youth Spring Retreat








































































































December, 2011





Introduction of  New Members at Westminster





Our new members are Derek Hinckley, Reid and Lindsey Kelly, Alicia Morse, and Elizabeth Myers.





Parade Party Friday, Dec. 2





Johnny and Georgeanne Smith will be hosting the annual Parade Party at their home, 304 Grand Blvd., Friday at 4:00.  Bring your chairs and favorite parade food to share.  Hot chocolate and drinks will be provided.





Sunday, December 4, Service of Lessons and Carols





The Music of Christmas:  A Service of Lessons and Carols, December 4,  at 6:00 p.m.   





There will be a reception in the fellowship hall immediately following the service.





Sunday, December 11, Youth Progressive Dinner and Christmas Party





The Youth will be having a Progressive Dinner on December 11.  The Dinner will begin at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Michael and Cathy Adams.





The Youth will also have its Christmas Party immediately following the Progressive Dinner at the home of Stephen and Kim Pillow.  If you have any questions, call Richard at 662-299-3313.
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